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Overview of todayôs talk

Wikipedia (history and more)

The state of the wiki, recent findings

What is the Wikimedia Foundation?

The people behind the projects

Challenges and the future



Canadian born, working in the USA

Studied English and creative writing

Government, education, public media background

NHK / CBC

Working at Wikimedia since January 2008

About your presenter





Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikipedia

ñImagine a world in which every single

human being can freely share in the 

sum of all knowledge . . .  

Thatôs what weôre doing.ò

CCBYSA3.0 

by Nicolas Goldberg



The Free Encyclopedia

Wikipedia is the largest encyclopedia in history

2 billion+ words

14 million+ articles

4 million+ images

250+ languages

La enciclopedia libre

Die freie Enzyklopädie

Wolna encyklopedia

De vrije encyclopedie

ϢϽϳЮϜ ϣКнЂнгЮϜ

L'encyclopédie libre ʉʚʦʙʦʜʥʘʷ ʵʥʮʠʢʣʦʧʝʜʠʷ

Lôenciclopedia libera



History of Wikipedia

Before Wikipedia, Nupedia

January 15, 2001, Wikipedia is born

More projects follow Wikipedia

(not everything should be in an encyclopedia)

Traffic is slow at first

Editing increases, policy evolves

A grassroots project takes flight

ñAssumegood faithòand ñBeBoldòbecome key ideas.

Jimmy is intent on giving this idea to everyone ïmaking it

a not for profit venture.



Common Questions

Who is in charge?

Why do people edit?

Who fact-checks Wikipedia?

How can you operate without experts?

Why are there no ads?



State of

The Wiki



Â 5th most popular website world-wide

Â 325 million unique visitors monthly

Source: comScore, Media Metrix, Sept 2009
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Â 7th most popular website in Japan

Â 30.5 million unique visitors monthly

Source: comScore, Media Metrix, Sept 2009
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Wikipedia Global Traffic

Source: comScore
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